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July 8: At a press conference, Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, leader of the opposition Party of the
Democratic Revolution (PRD) charged that the ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) and
Michoacan state election officials had falsified voter registration lists and created "a climate of
provocation" in preparation for the July 12 gubernatorial elections. According to Cardenas, up to
500,000 "irregularities" had been detected in the Michoacan voter registration lists. Eligible voters
in Michoacan number about 1.5 million. Next, Cardenas said the PRD had filed a complaint with
the Inter-American Human Rights Commission regarding registration list irregularities and the
appointment by federal electoral officials of PRI members to preside over polling places. He added
that the PRD decided to appeal to the Commission after exhausting all channels for legal recourse
in Mexico. The Commission is affiliated with the Organization of American States (OAS). Cristobal
Arias, PRD candidate for governor in Michoacan, denounced the "submission" of state electoral
officials to the PRI. According to Arias, the officials ignored PRD complaints regarding voter list and
other irregularities. July 9: Emilio Chuayffet Chemor, president of the Federal Electoral Commission,
warned that foreign observers scheduled to monitor the elections may be in violation of Mexican
law regarding foreign interference in electoral matters. The official's comments were apparently
directed at the Council of Freely Elected Heads of Government, also known as the Carter Center.
Headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia, the Center organized a delegation to observe the gubernatorial
elections. July 12: Local media sources reported that a total of 260 Mexican observers would monitor
the elections at 3,095 polling stations in Chihuahua state. Eligible voters in Chihuahua number
approximately 1.2 million. For the first time in 79 years, Catholic clergy had the right to vote,
result of amendments to the Constitution approved earlier this year. Spokespersons for the PRD
said over 5,000 military troops had been deployed to Michoacan state. According to the PRD, the
decision to deploy troops was part of "an operation designed to intimidate the opposition and
discourage voter [participation]." Government-owned and private television stations, as well as
several newspapers, accused PRD leader Cardenas of sending a letter to President George Bush
requesting "intervention" in order to certify the legality of the elections. After asserting that the
media blitz constituted a defamation campaign, PRD spokespersons said Cardenas sent the letter
in question to presidents of all Inter-American Human Rights Commission signatory nations.
Local newspapers reported that the PRI outspent opposition parties by huge margins during the
campaigns in both Michoacan and Chihuahua. In Michoacan, PRD candidate Cristobal Arias
reportedly spent US$650,000, compared to PRI candidate Eduardo Villasenor's US$32 million.
In Chihuahua, the PRI campaign cost an estimated US$20 million, while National Action Party
(PAN) candidate Francisco Barrio spent about US$1.5 million. July 13: Based on partial returns in
Chihuahua, PRI candidate Jesus Macias conceded defeat to PAN candidate Barrio. Observers noted
that Macias' statement marked the first time in the PRI's 63-year history as the ruling party that it
admitted defeat in a major race without a fight. Since President Carlos Salinas was installed in 1988,
the PRI accepted defeat in gubernatorial elections in the states of Baja California and Guanajuato,
but only after fiercely contesting the results. After counting 23% of total votes cast in the election,
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the state electoral commission in Michoacan reported that the PRI candidate received 58%, and the
PRD, 30%. In Mexico City, Robert Pastor, Carter Center observer delegation chief, told reporters that
the delegation did not travel to Mexico to monitor the elections themselves, but rather to oversee
the work of eight groups of Mexican election observers. According to the Carter Center group's
final report, the most serious concern raised by the Mexican observers was an estimated rate of
error ranging from 30% to 35% in the Michoacan and Chihuahua voter registration lists. The report
said, "Our study in Michoacan found an error rate of 10.7%, a percentage which does not seem too
high given the immense technical and geographical obstacles." Pastor indicated that the Mexican
election observer groups tended to issue denunciations of fraud and criticisms of procedures when
they were not warranted, or at least prior to rigorous verification of reported irregularities. July 14:
In Michoacan, despite the fact that the official vote count showed the PRI candidate in the lead,
the PRD called on supporters to celebrate Arias' "victory" in the elections. PRD spokespersons
said the party's vote count indicated that Arias had won by a large margin. (Sources: Spanish news
service EFE, 07/12/92; Associated Press, 07/09/92, 07/12/92, 07/13/92; Agence France-Press, 07/08/92,
07/12/92, 07/14/92; Notimex, 07/13/92)
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